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“You are always 
in my heart.”

Dear Mom,

I should tell you more often how much I love 

you and how lucky I am to be your daughter, 

because you are always in my heart. So much 

that’s good about my life today comes from 

having you as my mom. A mom who has spent 

a lifetime giving, caring and always being there. 

Teaching me faith and perseverance. 

 One of my favorite memories as a little girl, was 

being so excited to wake up the next morning to 

new outfits that you would spend your nights 

making. The matching short outfits, Easter 

dresses, Prom dress, I don’t know where you 

found the time or energy! 

Another fun memory was you being our Girl 

Scout Leader in Omaha, teaching us our routine 

to the song “Sugar Sugar” da da da da da da…  

Char and I still remember the motions! Fun, fun, 

fun! 

Our family “road trips” will always be in my 

heart. The trip to the Grand Canyon, Painted 

Dessert and Petrified Forest was awesome! I 

will never forget that and still hope I can share 

that beauty with my kids someday. Our trips to 

Des Moines, to see Uncle Vinny and Aunt Gen, 

and to Detroit to visit Uncle Lou and Aunt Dora. 

Those were really special times for me. I have 

always wondered why we almost always ended 

up with the flu! Yuck!!

You’re a great cook, I love the Pondedulse and 

the meat in the red sauce that goes on top of 

mashed potatoes! Yum Yum!  

There aren’t enough words to thank you for 

all the care you’ve given, and for all the times 

you’ve been there for me. Don’t ever forget how 

much you are appreciated and loved.

Tami



“Thanks for being 
such a great Mother 
and Grandmother.”

First and foremost, I am thankful you had Tami :) 

During the winter, I remember you always having 

hot chocolate prepared for us after we’d come in 

from being outside. I appreciate your cooking and 

especially like the enchiladas. Thanks for helping 

out with the kids and for always being there for 

everyone when they needed it. Thank you for the 

quilts you’ve made for me and my family. Most 

importantly, thanks for being such a great Mother 

and Grandmother. 

Vaughn



“It means a lot 
to me that you 
were present for 
such wonderful 
life changes.”

Grandma Rose,

You have been a part of two very important events 

in my life. The first when I married Adam and the 

second when I gave birth to Bridger. It means a lot 

to me that you were present for such wonderful life 

changes. I love you very much. 

Erica



Grandma, 

We are all very fortunate to have you in our lives. I 

am grateful you have been a part of so many of my 

experiences. Not everyone has a Grandma who is 

interested in attending their music concerts, plays, 

sporting events, church commitments, etc. and 

hearing about college life, travels, careers, hobbies 

and every day occurrences. You genuinely care about 

all people (family, friends and even strangers) and 

have a special gift of extending your love so it’s felt. 

Thank you for all you’ve done and all you continue 

to do. I am blessed to have you as my Grandma.

Some of my favorite memories with you include 

simple pleasures…being together, eating and sharing 

stories. I thoroughly enjoyed watching The Golden 

Girls with you late in the night when I couldn’t sleep. 

To this day, I watch that show and think of you every 

time. I’ve always enjoyed your home cooking and 

baking. Fortunately, I’ve had the pleasure of eating 

your meals and desserts more frequently than most. I 

will never forget hanging out at your apartment and 

eating French Vanilla ice cream, even on waffles in 

the morning :) Such a delight. Finally, I don’t know if 

I ever told you how much it meant to me to receive 

your letters and pictures in the mail while I was 

studying abroad in Australia. They always made me 

smile and gave me the comfort of home. You are one 

of the most thoughtful individuals I know. 

I greatly appreciated you selling your white Buick 

to me. It got me places I needed to be throughout 

college and during my first year in the real world. 

Being I over pack regardless of where I’m going and 

how long I’m staying, I was thrilled with the amount 

of space in the car. I never had any issues fitting my 

belongings. That couldn’t have made me happier :) 

There’s never a dull moment when you’re around. 

Despite the fact that it resulted in a trip to the 

hospital, I think you laughed more than anyone 

else when you fell while ice skating with us 

grandchildren. You couldn’t get over how you 

saw stars like the characters do in cartoons. When 

shopping, we always have to keep a close eye on 

you. To this day, you’re like a little kid in a toy store. 

You are intrigued by anything your eyes set sight 

on and are often found wandering in unexpected 

areas of the store.  While traveling, you tend to get 

distracted by the people, whether time is limited or 

not. It’s impressive you haven’t missed a flight solely 

due to making conversation with strangers :) 

You don’t give yourself enough credit for your 

artistic abilities. You’ve created beautiful paintings, 

pottery, illustrations, clothing and quilts. The best 

part about it is you share your art with those you 

love. I still remember sketching one another’s 

portraits when I was younger. Jeremy and I have a 

beautiful seashell plate from you displayed in our 

home, and our Australia quilt will always hold a 

special place in our hearts.

You find beauty in just about everything. I believe 

your faith has instilled in you this passion for life. 

You’ve taught me to appreciate what I have and to 

find good in all situations. This mindset offers a solid 

foundation for whatever life may bring. I can’t thank 

you enough for sharing your faith with me. Having a 

strong faith has already made a difference in my life, 

and I know it will continue to make a positive impact 

in the years to come. Know that you have touched 

many lives, and you are deeply loved.

Blessings, 

Angela

“Know that you 
have touched 
many lives and 
are deeply loved.”



“I believe we are 
all very blessed 
to have a piece of 
mom/grandma in our 
hearts and souls.”

effortlessly with Branden James and the 12 Tenors in 

Chicago!

As we all know, mom loves to learn, whether it be 

reading novels, attending seminars, being a part of 

Civics League, going to cultural events, listening to 

CD’s, watching travel movies, talking with people, 

and learning to quilt. The quilts are wonderful, even 

if she says, “I just learned to make my quilts with 

love instead of sweat and blood!” Learning and 

sharing is a part of who mom is. Perservance is a 

part of who mom is.

Prayer is what has carried mom throughout her life. 

I thank mom for her consistant modeling in this area. 

Without this strenghth and her love for the Lord, I’m 

not sure where we would all be. I know her prayers 

have made a difference in my life and the lives of 

my family. Thank you mom and thank you for this 

wonderful gift and blessing.

I believe we are all very blessed to have a piece of 

mom/grandma in our hearts and souls. Thank you 

for everything mom! I love you! We love you!

Rose

Mom is caring, supportive, prayful, loves learning, 

keeps family at the top of her list, is strong, giving 

and loving and loves to travel and converse with 

people and never stops growing. Each of her children 

carry no less than one of these characteristics and the 

even neater thing is that these positive characteristics 

have carried to the next generation and to the next.

Mom has demonstrated her support by being there 

for Bob and I when Brandon and Alexis were born. 

She supported all five of us throughout our high 

school events. She has watched me and cheered me 

on during my marathon and half marathons. Mom 

has been to Brandon and Alexis events since they 

started in gymnastics, to wrestling, soccer, to piano, 

to band concerts, basketball games, softball and 

baseball games.

Mom has demonstrated her love for travel by taking 

jaunts with me to Kansas City, for Alexis’ softball 

tournaments, to Ireland and London during my 

travel days at Kimberly-Clark, to Chicago to see 

Aunt Ruth, to visiting us in Dallas. In addition, she 

loves visiting her kids and family whereever they are 

and helps out whereever she can including making 

the best enchiladas ever! I loved watching her dance 



“Thank you so 
much for putting 
God in my life.”

Thank you so much for putting God in my life. 

People who don’t have a strong faith are lost, and 

thanks to you, I am not lost. Hope you enjoy these 

fun memories. I sure do! You mean so much to me. I 

love you lots.

Love Always, 

Charlene
XXXOOO



Grandma!

I am so lucky to have such an awesome Grandma 

such as yourself. I also really appreciate the quilt 

you made for me! Sometime in the future when I 

eventually have kids I plan on giving it to them. 

Thanks so much for being the most caring and 

loveable grandmother any grandson could ever ask 

for!!

With Much Love, 

your grandson Colton :) 

“Thanks so much 
for being the most 
caring and loveable 
grandmother any 
grandson could 
ever ask for!!”



“You have been 
a wonderful 
beacon of light in 
our family’s life.”

To Rose, 

You have been a wonderful beacon of light in 

our family’s life and I wish to thank you from the 

bottom of my heart. I miss our little visits and our 

little talks, being right next door, but I see us having 

many more to come. You are always welcome at our 

house no matter how close or how far away we may 

live. Your laughter brings me joy and you creativity 

inspires me. May you know we all love you. We 

appreciate you for just being you! Thank you for 

your thoughtful ways and your gentle wisdom, and 

of course, always the laughter and fun! Many times 

you were a little guardian angel for Tom and I. May 

God Bless you and keep you in his special care. 

I love you Always and Forever, 

Sheri Jo



“She is fun and 
brings laughter 
to a group.”

It would take volumes to write all my memories 

of Rose through the decades we’ve known each 

other. Rose is a gracious and kind Christian lady. 

She doesn’t hesitate if I need a ride to the hospital 

or airport. When my sister died, she appeared at my 

door with supper and turned a miserable evening 

into a good one. That was so thoughtful and I so 

appreciated it. On a lighter note, she is fun and 

brings laughter to a group. Most of all, I have loved 

our road trips exploring river towns, historic sites 

and art galleries. I hope we can do many more in 

spite of stiff knees and creaky joints. I also love our 

day trips with lunches out and shopping. Actually, 

she shops and I find a place to sit. We often top 

off the day with root beer floats and always lots of 

laughter. She is a good and dear friend!!

Jan




